


What is Stormwater 

What can I do at home?
�.�H�H�S���D�Q���H�\�H���R�Q���V�W�R�U�P���G�U�D�L�Q�V���L�Q���\�R�X�U���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G�����,�I���\�R�X���V�H�H���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H��
�R�I���V�S�L�O�O�V���R�U���D���E�X�L�O�G�X�S���R�I���W�U�D�V�K�����S�D�L�Q�W���F�D�Q�V�����R�U���R�W�K�H�U���K�D�]�D�U�G�R�X�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V����
�S�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���\�R�X�U���O�R�F�D�O���P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�\���R�U���'�(�4���Y�L�D���R�X�U���������K�R�X�U��
�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���&�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W���+�R�W�O�L�Q�H���D�W�����������������������������������R�U���R�X�U���R�Q�O�L�Q�H��
complaint form at https://www.deq.ok.gov/environmental-complaints/.  

�+�R�P�H�R�Z�Q�H�U�V���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���K�H�O�S���E�\���X�V�L�Q�J���U�D�L�Q���E�D�U�U�H�O�V���R�U���F�L�V�W�H�U�Q�V�����E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J��
�U�D�L�Q���J�D�U�G�H�Q�V�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���S�L�F�N�L�Q�J���X�S���O�L�W�W�H�U���D�Q�G���S�H�W���Z�D�V�W�H�����:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�V�H��
practices may not seem to have an effect at the household level, the 
�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���2�N�O�D�K�R�P�D���F�D�Q���K�D�Y�H���D��
�K�X�J�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���E�R�W�K���V�W�R�U�P�Z�D�W�H�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�\����

Rain Barrels and Cisterns 
�5�D�L�Q���E�D�U�U�H�O�V���D�Q�G���F�L�V�W�H�U�Q�V���D�U�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���Z�D�\���I�R�U���K�R�P�H�R�Z�Q�H�U�V���W�R���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W��
�U�D�L�Q�Z�D�W�H�U�����%�\���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���G�R�Z�Q�V�S�R�X�W���W�R���D���U�D�L�Q���E�D�U�U�H�O�����U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q��
�D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�P�Z�D�W�H�U���W�R���À�R�Z���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�H�W�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���F�R�O�O�H�F�W���W�K�D�W��
water for later use. This will reduce the amount of water settling around 
�W�K�H���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���\�R�X�U���K�R�P�H�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���Z�D�W�H�U���F�D�Q���E�H��
used to supplement irrigation, rinse garden tools or water your compost 
pile. This will not only help reduce the amount of pollution ending up 
�L�Q���R�X�U���O�D�N�H�V���D�Q�G���U�L�Y�H�U�V���E�X�W���L�W���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���K�H�O�S���O�R�Z�H�U���\�R�X�U���Z�D�W�H�U���E�L�O�O��

Rain Gardens
Rain gardens divert stormwater into an attractive garden that allows 
stormwater to percolate slowly into the surrounding soil. Rain gardens 
�D�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�����¿�O�W�H�U���D�Q�G���D�E�V�R�U�E���V�W�R�U�P�Z�D�W�H�U���U�X�Q�R�I�I��
from impervious surfaces such as your roof or driveway. Rain gardens 
�F�D�Q���E�H���F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\���R�I���G�H�F�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���J�U�D�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���G�U�R�X�J�K�W��
resistant plants to match your taste and existing lawn. In addition, they 
�F�D�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���I�R�U���E�L�U�G�V�����S�R�O�O�L�Q�D�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�O��
�Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�����5�D�L�Q���J�D�U�G�H�Q�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���L�Q�¿�O�W�U�D�W�H���Z�D�W�H�U���Z�L�W�K�L�Q��������
hours to discourage mosquito larva. 

Pet Waste
�3�H�W���Z�D�V�W�H���P�D�\���V�H�H�P���O�L�N�H���D���I�D�L�U�O�\���L�Q�Q�R�F�X�R�X�V���E�\�S�U�R�G�X�F�W���R�I���R�X�U���I�X�U�U�\��
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���E�X�W���L�W���K�D�V���W�K�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���W�R���F�D�X�V�H���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���L�V�V�X�H�V���L�Q���R�X�U���Z�D�W�H�U�Z�D�\�V����
�$�V���L�W���G�H�F�R�P�S�R�V�H�V�����S�H�W���Z�D�V�W�H���F�D�Q���D�G�G���K�D�U�P�I�X�O���E�D�F�W�H�U�L�D���D�Q�G���Q�X�W�U�L�H�Q�W�V���W�R��
�V�W�R�U�P�Z�D�W�H�U���U�X�Q�R�I�I���D�Q�G���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���R�X�U���O�R�F�D�O���V�X�U�I�D�F�H���Z�D�W�H�U�V�����(�[�F�H�V�V��
�E�D�F�W�H�U�L�D���D�Q�G���Q�X�W�U�L�H�Q�W�V���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���Z�D�W�H�U�V���X�Q�V�Z�L�P�P�D�E�O�H���R�U���X�Q�¿�V�K�D�E�O�H���E�\��
causing human illness or causing excessive algae and weed growth. 
�(�[�F�H�V�V���Q�X�W�U�L�H�Q�W�V���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���P�D�N�H���Z�D�W�H�U�V���P�X�U�N�\�����J�U�H�H�Q���R�U���V�P�H�O�O�\�����7�K�H��
�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D�V���V�L�P�S�O�H���D�V���F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G���E�D�J�J�L�H�V���W�R���S�L�F�N���X�S���\�R�X�U���S�H�W�¶�V��
waste for proper disposal.


