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MAPS Receives Award at National Brownfields Conference 
 
The City of Oklahoma City was the recipient of two environmental awards as a result of 
the Metropolitan Area Projects (MAPS).  MAPS was selected over many other projects 
in the Environmental Protection Agency’s Region 6, which includes Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, and Texas, for the prestigious Phoenix award.  
Oklahoma City also received the National Brownfield Renewal Award in the Economic 
Impact category. These awards were presented to Oklahoma City at the National 
Brownfields Conference held in New Orleans November 16-18, 2009.  A presentation of 
Oklahoma City’s MAPS efforts was given at the National Conference by city and 
community leaders.  The panel spoke on “The Transformation of a City – One Penny at 
a Time.” 
 
The Phoenix Awards began in 1997 to highlight remediation efforts throughout the 
United States.  Projects recognized have created usable space where once there were 
old, abandoned, industrial and commercial sites.  The Phoenix Awards Institute, Inc. is a 
non-profit entity with public and private sponsors that underwrite the program.   An 
independent panel of environmental professionals in addition to leaders from the 
business, academic, and government sector select the winners.  The Brownfield 
Renewal Award was the inaugural award presented by the Brownfield News national 
publication.  An independent panel of environmental, business and government experts 
selected the winners from three categories -- environmental, economic impact and 
social. 
 
“The fact that MAPS is being recognized with the National Renewal Award for Economic 
Development and also the prestigious Phoenix Award is a testament to the City of 
Oklahoma City’s commitment to the redevelopment of this corridor,” said Department of 
Environmental Quality Executive Director Steve Thompson.  “This recognition focuses 
on how redevelopment can have a positive impact on the local economy and the 
environment,” Thompson added. 

 
Projects completed in Oklahoma City due to MAPS are the construction of the 
Bricktown Ballpark, the Ford Center, the Ronald J. Norick Downtown Library, Bricktown 
Canal, creation of the “Oklahoma Spirit” trolley system, upgrades to the Cox Convention 
Center, improvements to the State Fairgrounds, renovation of the Civic Center Music 
Hall, and development of the Oklahoma River.   These efforts were selected by the 
Phoenix and Renewal Awards is an excellent example of urban renovation and renewal.  
Certain parcels of land used in MAPS were investigated and cleaned up through DEQ’s 
Voluntary Cleanup and Brownfields Redevelopment Program. 
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