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Cleanup to Begin at Valliant Site 

 
Cleanup of waste at a former wood treatment site located in Valliant, Oklahoma is 
scheduled to begin this month.  The site was used to treat wood, including utility poles, 
and operated for more than 20 years.  It was abandoned in the early 1980s.  Pits that 
contain wood treatment residuals remain open and are a potential hazard to human 
health and the environment.  During cleanup, contractors will build a treatment area 
(cell) onsite, consolidate the residual waste in the cell, and biologically treat the waste, 
similar to composting yard waste, to reduce the toxicity and volume of the material. 
 
Bids were used to select and hire a contractor to perform the work.  The Oklahoma 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) will oversee cleanup activities. During the 
project, contractors may be in protective clothing to make sure they don’t come in 
contact with contaminated waste material.  The biological treatment will require the 
addition of organic matter, such as manure and wood chips, to optimize treatment time.  
There may be minor odors from the breakdown of the organic materials added to the 
contaminated soil.  Local contractors and materials will be used to perform the work.   
 
“Cleanup of the former wood treatment site in Valliant is vital to the community as it 
reduces risks to both human health and the environment,” said Sen. Jerry Ellis.  “This 
project would not be possible without the cooperative effort between DEQ and local 
leaders.” 
 
I appreciate the continuous efforts of DEQ to make this area safe and protect our water 
resources in all of McCurtain County.  I appreciate the cooperative effort to make this 
cleanup happen,” said Rep. Dennis R. Bailey. 
 
The cleanup will begin in mid-August and will continue through October.  Following 
construction of the treatment cell, the mixture will be periodically turned to facilitate 
biological treatment of the contaminated soil.   DEQ will oversee construction and 
composting and will monitor and sample the material periodically until treatment is 
complete.  When it is complete, the treatment area will be graded, clean soil placed on 
top, and vegetated.  The local DEQ and county employees will assist with this process.  
For more information, please contact Dustin Davidson at (405) 702-5100. 
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