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1.0 Overview of Community Involvement Plan 
The purpose and goal of this Community Involvement Plan (CIP) is to provide residents near the 
Oklahoma Refining Company Superfund Site (ORC) and other interested parties timely and 
accurate information about the site and upcoming events.  This allows all parties to maximize 
their participation in all phases of the cleanup, including the Revised Feasibility Study (RFS), 
Proposed Plan, Record of Decision (ROD) Amendment, Remedial Design, Remedial Action, and 
the decision-making process. 
 
The community outreach is a cooperative effort of the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). This plan 
outlines the general communications efforts for the ORC site and may be modified and updated 
as necessary.  These efforts will be explained in-depth in the Section 4 of the CIP. 

2.0 Site Description 

2.1 Site History 
The ORC site is located in Cyril, Oklahoma, approximately 75 miles southwest of Oklahoma 
City.  The 220-acre site is located on the east side of town south of U.S. 27.  From 1920 through 
1978 the Anderson-Pritchard Oil Corporation (APCO) produced a variety of petroleum products 
which included gasoline, naphtha, and non-chlorinated solvents.  In 1978 the refinery was 
purchased by the Oklahoma Refining Company.  The facility included refinery processing areas, 
bulk storage tanks, unlined product and waste storage pits, wastewater treatment ponds, and a 
land treatment area.  Various refining processes were utilized in the refinery and included: crude 
distillation, vacuum distillation, fluid catalyst cracking, alkylation, bi-metallic reforming and 
downstream processing. The waste generated by the refinery was generally disposed in pits or 
land applied. 
 
The owners of ORC declared bankruptcy in September 1984 and ceased operations.  In 1986, the 
Bankruptcy Court allowed ORC to abandon the southern portion of the property which included 
the majority of surface wastes and the ground water discharges into Gladys Creek.  In 1987, the 
Cyril Petrochemical Corporation (CPC) purchased the northern portion of the former ORC 
property, which included the refinery process area.  CPC had plans to reopen the refinery, and in 
1991 Cayman Resources purchased CPC and reopened the refinery in 1993.  The refinery ceased 
operations for the final time in 1994. 
 
Contaminants present at the site included volatile organic compounds, such as benzene, toluene 
and xylenes, semi-volatile organic compounds, and a number of heavy metals including arsenic, 
cadmium, and lead. The wastes at the site were present in the surface soils, subsurface soils, 
sediments, surface water, and groundwater. The groundwater contamination includes a LNAPL 
hydrocarbon plume and dissolved phase contaminants. The proposed RFS will evaluate cleanup 
alternatives for the north side soils, site-wide groundwater, and Gladys Creek at the ORC site. 
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2.2 Site Description/Location 
The ORC site is located on the east side of Cyril south of U.S. 277.  The site is bordered on the 
west by the City of Cyril, the north by U.S. 277, the east by Gladys Creek, and the south by at 
tributary to Gladys Creek and the City of Cyril waste treatment ponds. 
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2.3 Site Inspections and Cleanup Activities 
EPA investigated the ORC site for possible inclusion on the National Priorities List (NPL) in 
1986.  The investigation showed hydrocarbons and elevated levels of heavy metals in the ground 
water and soils at the site.  Based on this investigation and an investigation performed by ORC, 
the site was placed on the NPL in June 1988. 
 
From 1989 to 1991 the Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) performed a Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) for the south portion of the site.  The ROD was issued by 
the EPA in June 1992 to address cleanup of contaminated surface water, sediment, surface soil, 
and ground water.   
 
EPA signed an Explanation of Significant Difference (ESD) to the ROD for the site in March 
1996 that postponed the ground water remedy until after completion of the source remedy.  The 
DEQ performed the Remedial Action (RA) construction on the south side of the site and in 
limited areas, mostly waste pits and impoundments, on the north side of the site from 1997 to 
2002.  Two onsite landfills were constructed during the RA.  In October 2003, a second ESD was 
signed that further postponed the ground water remedy until a comprehensive approach to 
ground water contamination could be developed.  All of the soil, sediment, surface water, and 
surface waste requirements of the 1992 ROD were met.  The 1996 and 2003 ESDs postponed the 
LNAPL extraction and ground water remediation. 
 
The north portion of the site was regulated under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) until August 2002 when it was deferred to Superfund authority.  EPA Emergency 
Response Branch began a removal action on the north portion of the site in August 2003 to 
address demolition of various process towers, vessels, buildings, cooling towers, above ground 
piping, sumps, above ground storage tanks, and asbestos containing materials from pipes and 
vessels.  This effort included a direct push investigation to document the presence of LNAPL and 
collection of surface and subsurface soil samples from direct push borings and trenches across 
the northern portion of the site.  This removal action was completed in February 2006.   
 
Currently the remaining soil contamination on the north side of the site, contaminated ground 
water, contamination entering Gladys Creek, and LNAPL site-wide has yet to be addressed.  
These areas will be investigated during the RFS and remedial alternatives will be evaluated to 
remediate the contamination. 

3.0 Community Background 

3.1 Community Profile 
The City of Cyril is a small, rural community in Caddo County comprised of approximately 
1,168 people according to 2000 US Census data.  Cyril has a City Council type of government.  
Anadarko is the county seat of Caddo County.  Cyril is located close to the University of Science 
and Arts of Oklahoma (18 miles) in Chickasha and Cameron University (27 miles) in Lawton. 
 
Residents of Cyril depend on agriculture and the oil industry for their livelihoods, and the 
bankruptcy of ORC was a major economic blow to the city.  When ORC closed in 1984, 
approximately 200 people were laid off, most of whom lived in and around Cyril. 
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3.2 History of Community Involvement 
Community members are knowledgeable about the site and the Superfund program.  DEQ and 
EPA conducted an informational meeting for city officials and residents in August 1988, soon 
after the site was included on the NPL.  Officials from both agencies discussed the Superfund 
process and what would follow as a result of ORC becoming a Superfund site.   
 
A public meeting was held in February 1990 to explain the Superfund process and to notify the 
public that RI activities were going to begin.  The RI fieldwork was discussed and information 
about the site was solicited.  This meeting also provided the community an opportunity to comment 
on these activities as well as the upcoming RI/FS.  On November 12, 1991, the DEQ and EPA held 
an open house in Cyril to inform the public of the findings of the RI Report which included the 
results of the Baseline Risk Assessment.  Representatives of the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry also attended this meeting and solicited public response to the site. 
 
Public notice announcing the public comment period and opportunity for a public meeting was 
printed in The Cyril News and the proposed plan fact sheet was distributed to the site mailing list in 
January 1992.  On February 6, 1992, an open house was held in Cyril to inform the public about the 
FS Report and the Proposed Plan of Action.  A 30-day public comment period was held from 
February 10, 1992, through March 11, 1992.  At the meeting DEQ and EPA discussed the 
contamination problems at the site, presented the various remedial alternatives that were considered, 
presented the preferred alternative for the remediation of the ORC site, and took comments and 
questions about the Proposed Plan and site.  Responses to comments received during the public 
comment period were prepared in a Responsiveness Summary included in the ROD. 
 
DEQ and EPA held a public meeting in March 1994 to provide the community with information 
about the upcoming remedial design phase of the project and site activities.  In May 1996, a public 
meeting was held to discuss the findings of the remedial design and to update the community on 
changes to the chosen remedy for the site.  Fact sheets and public notices were released to the public 
prior to public meetings. 
 
A fact sheet was mailed to individuals on the site mailing list in June 1997 to update the community 
on the remedy chosen in the ROD, changes to the remedy, and announcing a public meeting prior to 
remediation.  DEQ and EPA held a public meeting in July 1997 to inform the community about the 
commencement of the remedial action.  Additional public meetings were held in July 1998, April 
1999, and August 1999 to update the community on the progress of the cleanup.  Remediation at the 
site was completed in 2002. 
 
In 2002, EPA hosted a public meeting with DEQ support prior to beginning the Removal Action on 
the refinery portion of the ORC site.  EPA also sent out a fact sheet to the site mailing list to inform 
the community about the meeting and upcoming site activities.  The Removal Action was to remove 
all refinery structures, tanks, and asbestos from the site. 
 
A public meeting for the site was held at the Cyril City Hall on June 7, 2007, to discuss site 
activities since the remedial and removal actions and the upcoming investigation of LNAPL 
discovered in an offsite well.  Site update sheets were sent to the ORC mailing list in May 2007 
to give information about the site and public meeting.  A press release was posted the week of 
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May 28, 2007, in the local paper to inform the public of the public meeting date, time, and 
location.   
 
DEQ has also given a number of site tours for the local tribe officials.  Site updates, or fact 
sheets, summarizing the status of the activities are made available to the public through the site 
mailing list, the City Hall repository, the DEQ site repositories, and to any concerned citizen 
upon request.  As site activities occur and information becomes available, the DEQ will notify 
the public through site updates, press releases, and public meetings. 

3.3 Key Community Concerns 
EPA and DEQ have talked to various citizens and city officials over the years during public 
meetings and site activities.  Many citizens seem pleased that the site is being addressed.   
 
Citizens are concerned about how the site will be addressed in the future and the LNAPL that is 
present in the offsite well.  Contamination of Gladys Creek is a concern to the tribes and the 
public and it was asked during a public meeting if there have been down-gradient samples taken 
in Gladys Creek to see if the site is affecting the creek.   
 
Local tribes are concerned with the contamination of Gladys Creek and contaminated ground 
water at the site.  A number of site tours have been held by DEQ for local tribe officials.  The 
Inter-tribal Environmental Council (ITEC) has a management assistance grant to review site 
documents. 
 
A large part of the city’s drainage system passes through the site.  The City of Cyril’s storm 
water flows eastward from the city through a drainage ditch that passes through the site and 
drains into Gladys Creek.  This ditch is frequently clogged with underbrush and debris.  During 
heavy rains, the blocked drainage ditch causes streets located about one block from the site to 
flood.  This issue and wanting to address the drainage ditch that runs across the site has been 
brought up a number of times by citizens and the city.  The DEQ has sent the city a letter with 
options on how the city can address the drainage ditch. 

3.4 Response to Community Concerns 
Further site-specific education for the local community will greatly improve the perception about 
the future of the site.  In an effort to remain responsive to the community, the DEQ will use the 
following techniques. 
 
DEQ will conduct community outreach using both formal and informal means, which may include 
meetings with community leaders and elected/appointed officials at local, state, and federal levels, 
publications and newsletters, site updates or fact sheets, regularly scheduled meetings with area 
residents, news releases to the media, and updating the information repository.   Most meetings will 
be held at the Cyril City Hall, which is also the location of the information repository.  Should a 
technical assistance grant (TAG) be awarded and/or community advisory group (CAG) be formed 
the groups will distribute information to the community and inform DEQ of any questions or 
concerns of the community. 
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Notification of public meetings will be accomplished through announcements in the newspaper.  
Public notices will be placed in local papers at least five days prior to the public meetings.  DEQ or 
EPA Region 6 personnel will handle informal inquiries from homeowners and other interested 
parties about the site.     

4.0 Community Involvement Program 
The overall goal of the community involvement program is to promote two-way communication 
between citizens and DEQ and to provide opportunities for meaningful and active involvement by 
the community in the cleanup process.  The plan is designed to be flexible and responsive to 
changing community concerns.  The following plan is based on the results of the prior community 
interactions.  DEQ will implement the following community involvement activities.   
 

1. Establish Community Involvement Contacts composed of DEQ personnel and EPA 
Community Involvement personnel to act as points of contact for all site information and 
activities related to this plan. 

 
2. Should EPA award a Technical Assistance Grant (TAG), the DEQ and EPA will provide 

site information and assistance, as necessary.  
 

3. Should EPA award a Community Advisory Group (CAG), the DEQ and EPA will provide 
site information and assistance, as necessary. 

 
4. Maintain open and ongoing communications with the community.  Provide information 

about plans, ongoing work, site developments, and remedial activities, as well as, provide 
mechanisms for the public to voice their concerns to DEQ.  This will be accomplished with 
site updates or fact sheets and open house informational meetings that will be scheduled 
when activity at the site changes and/or when the community has shown interest or concern 
in learning more about ongoing activities at the site.   

 
5. Provide phone numbers of DEQ and EPA contacts so that information regarding ongoing 

activities can be obtained, and concerns can be noted and addressed in a timely manner.   
 

6. Provide opportunities for the community to learn about site developments, major project 
milestones, and update the public repository in the Cyril City Hall with copies of site 
documents and other pertinent information about the site.   

 
7. Review the Community Involvement Plan periodically and make revisions, as necessary.   

 
8. Maintain a mailing list for the site.  This will help facilitate the distribution of site-specific 

information to everyone who needs or wants to be kept informed about the site.   
 

9. The Preferred Alternative for the cleanup of the site will be presented to the public in a 
Proposed Plan after the Revised Feasibility Study (RFS) is complete.  A public notice 
announcing the public comment period will be published in the major local newspaper to 
solicit comments for the Proposed Plan.  This required comment period will give 
community members an opportunity to review and comment on the Proposed Plan.  This 
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provides the citizens with meaningful involvement in the process and also provides DEQ 
and EPA valuable information for use in decision-making.  A public meeting will be held in 
conjunction with the Proposed Plan submission. 

 
10. All comments, questions, and answers from the public comment period of the Proposed Plan 

will become part of the decision document and will be issued as a Responsiveness 
Summary.  This will summarize comments received during the comment period, document 
how the agencies have considered those comments during the decision-making process, and 
provide responses to comments. 

 

Timeframe Summary for Community Involvement Activities 
 

ACTIVITY TIME FRAME 
Establish Community Involvement Contacts Ongoing 
Provide TAG with information and assistance As needed 
Provide CAG with information and assistance As needed 
Maintain ongoing communications with the community Ongoing 
Provide phone numbers of DEQ and EPA contacts Ongoing 
Provide opportunities for the community to learn about site  Ongoing 
Update public repository As needed 
Revise the Community Involvement Plan (CIP) As needed, at least every 3 years 
Maintain a mailing list for the site Ongoing 
Public meeting about work plan for the Revised Feasibility 
Study (RFS) 

After completion of the work 
plan, before field work begins 

Solicit comments during the Proposed Plan Public 
Comment Period 

After completion of the Proposed 
Plan 

Public meeting about preferred cleanup method presented in 
the Proposed Plan 

After completion of the Proposed 
Plan 

Prepare and issue a Responsiveness Summary Following public comment 
period 

 



 Page 10 of 15 

Appendix A – DEQ and EPA Contacts 
 

Meghan Lloyd*       Tel: 405-702-5135 
Project Manager       Fax: 405-702-5101 
Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 1677 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73101 
 
Skylar McElhaney       Tel: 405-702-7167 
Public Information Officer      Fax: 405-702-7101 
Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 1677 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73101 
 
Mike Hebert        Tel: 214-665-8315 
Remedial Project Manager      Fax: 214-665-6660 
U.S. EPA, Region 6            Toll Free: 800-533-3508 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
 
 
* Meghan Lloyd will be the project manager until February 29, 2008.  The future project 
manager will be determined at date of hiring. 
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Appendix B – Local Officials 
 

Mayor 
Tommy Grizzle       Tel: 580-464-2411 
P.O. Box 448        Fax: 580-464-2205 
Cyril, Oklahoma 73029 
 
Vice-Mayor 
Val Henery        Tel: 580-464-2411 
P.O. Box 448        Fax: 580-464-2205 
Cyril, OK 73029 
 
City Council Members      Tel: 580-464-2411 
Whitney Whitman       Fax: 580-464-2205 
 
Chris Woodward 
 
Levice Miller 
 
City Clerk 
Marcy Hart        Tel: 580-464-2411 
P.O. Box 448        Fax: 580-464-2205 
Cyril, Oklahoma 73029 
 
Fire Department 
Kenneth Luna – Fire Chief      Tel:  580-464-2255 
202 West Main 
Cyril, Oklahoma 73029  
 
Gerard Dodson – Assistant Fire Chief     Tel:  580-464-2255 
202 West Main 
Cyril, Oklahoma 73029  
 
Police Department 
Larry Pewitt – Police Chief      Tel:  580-464-2216 
202 West Main  
Cyril, Oklahoma 73029 
 
County Commissioner 
Craig Gibson        Tel: 405-247-5321 
201 NE 7th 
P.O. Box 832 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005 
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Appendix C – Elected State and Federal Officials 
 

Senator James Inhofe (Republican – OK)    Tel: 202-224-4721 
United States Senate       Fax: 202-228-0380 
Washington, DC 20510-0001 
 
Senator Thomas Coburn (Republican – OK)    Tel: 202-224-5754 
United States Senate       Fax: 202-224-6008 
Washington, DC 20510-0001 
 
Representative Frank Lucus (Republican – Cong. District 3) Tel: 202-225-5565  
United States House of Representatives    Fax: 202-225-8698  
2311 Rayburn House Office Building   
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Senator Tom Ivester (Democrat – State District 026)  Tel: 405-521-5545 
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 529A 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
 
Representative Joe Dorman (Democrat – State District 065)  Tel: 405-557-7305 
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 536    Fax: 405-557-7351 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
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Appendix D – Tribal Groups 
 

Jason White        Tel: 918-665-6666 
Inter-Tribal Environmental Council     Fax: 918-458-5499 
P.O. Box 948 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465 
 
Donna Prentiss       Tel: 405-247-2358 
Apache Tribe        Fax: 405-247-2392 
P.O. Box 1220 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005 
 
Nikki Owens-Crumm       Tel: 405-247-2448 
Delaware Nation       Fax: 405-247-9393 
P.O. Box 825 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005 
 
Sandy Ludgate       Tel: 405-656-2388 
Caddo Indian Tribe       Fax: 405-656-2892 
P.O. Box 487 
Binger, Oklahoma 73009 
 
Curtis Munoz/Dorla Goombi      Tel: 580-654-1975 
Kiowa Tribe        Fax: 580-654-2496 
P.O. Box 30 
Carnegie, Oklahoma 73015 
 
David Tsoodle/Ted Villivana      Tel: 580-492-3734 
Comanche Nation       Fax: 580-492-3733 
CH 32 – Box 1720 
Lawton, Oklahoma 73502 
 
Ira Hight        Tel: 405-247-2425 
Wichita & Affiliated Tribes      Fax: 405-247-5398 
P.O. Box 729 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005 
 
Bobby Claiborne       Tel: 580-588-2298 
Fort Sill Apache Tribe      Fax: 580-588-3133 
Route 2, Box 121 
Apache, Oklahoma 73006 
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Appendix E – Media Contacts 
 

Newspapers 
Cyril News        Tel: 580-464-2410 
P.O. Box 10 
Cyril, Oklahoma 73029 
 
The Express Star       Tel: 405-224-2600 
P.O. Drawer E        Fax: 405-224-7087 
Chickasha, Oklahoma 73023 
 
Lawton Constitution       Tel: 580-353-0620 
P.O. Box 2069        Fax: 580-585-5140 
Lawton, Oklahoma 73502 
 
Radio 
KOOL         Tel: 405-224-1560 
627 W. Chickasha Ave      Fax: 405-224-2890 
Chickasha, Oklahoma 73018 
 
Television 
KFOR         Tel: 405-478-6395 
444 E. Britton Rd       Fax: 405-478-6337 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73114 
 
KOCO         Tel: 405-478-3000 
1300 E. Britton Rd       Fax: 405-478-6675 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73131 
 
KWTV        Tel: 405-843-6641 
P.O. Box 14159       Fax: 405-841-9989 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73113 
 
KSWO         Tel: 580-335-7000 
P.O. Box 708        Fax: 580-357-3811 
Lawton, Oklahoma 73502 
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Appendix F – Meeting Location 
 

Cyril City Hall       Tel: 580-464-2411 
112 West Main Street 
Cyril, Oklahoma 73029 
 
 
 
 

Appendix G – Repository Locations 
 

Cyril City Hall       Tel: 580-464-2411 
112 West Main Street 
Cyril, Oklahoma 73029 
 
Department of Environmental Quality    Tel: 405-702-6145 
Central Records 
707 North Robinson 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73101 
 
 
 
 

Appendix H – Local Schools 
 
Cyril Elementary School      Tel: 580-464-2437 
300 W Main St 
Cyril, Oklahoma 73029 
 
Cyril High School       Tel: 580-464-2272 
100 West Windle 
Cyril, Oklahoma 73029 
 
 


