January 24, 2005

To Whom It May Concern:

The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality has recently changed the manner in which the Asbestos Penalty Policy is enforced.  Beginning November 1, 2004, failure to provide notice of asbestos removal will carry a $1000 fine, with late, inaccurate or incomplete notices costing $500.  Additional fines, beginning at $2500 per incident, will be levied for violations that have the potential to cause serious bodily harm, property damage or environmental damage.  Failure to provide asbestos records upon request and failure to properly handle, store, or transport friable asbestos each carry a $1000 fine, per offense.  

In an effort to educate Asbestos and Demolition Contractors on the new enforcement practices, the Small Business Assistance Program within DEQ will be conducting two free-of-charge, informational workshops on asbestos and the penalty policy.   The workshops will be held on March 2, 2005, at OSU-OKC in Oklahoma City at 6:00 p.m. and March 4 at the Tulsa Tech Center- Riverside Campus at 10:00 a.m.  The goal of these workshops is to provide information on the Asbestos Penalty Policy and the newly enforced fines which accompany it.

If your work involves asbestos removal, we greatly encourage your participation in one of our workshops.  Our objective is to make certain DEQ provides assistance to Oklahoma’s business community in complying with applicable state and federal environmental programs. The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality would also like to provide every opportunity for business owners to understand the permits, rules, and regulations under which they may operate.

Again, the workshops will be held at the following locations:

( March 2nd at OSU-OKC:  900 N. Portland, Oklahoma City, Student Center Building, Conference North, 3rd Floor

( March 4th at the Tulsa Tech Center-Riverside Campus: 801 E. 91st, Tulsa,         Alliance and Conference Center Building Room A-236
Pre-registration is encouraged, so if you are interested in attending or have any questions, please contact Jimmy Carter of ODEQ at 1-800-869-1400,  or send an email to sbap@deq.state.ok.us and provide the name(s) of those attending, your company name, and which workshop you will be attending.  Further information may also be obtained by visiting the Asbestos Outreach webpage at http://www.deq.state.ok.us/CSDnew/SBAP/asbestos/index.htm. 

Sincerely,

Kyle Arthur

Customer Assistance Program

