January 24, 2005

To Whom It May Concern:

The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality has recently changed the manner in which the Asbestos Penalty Policy is enforced.  Beginning November 1, 2004, failure to provide notice of asbestos removal will carry a $1000 fine, with late, inaccurate or incomplete notices costing $500.  Additional fines, beginning at $2500 per incident, will be levied for violations that have the potential to cause serious bodily harm, property damage or environmental damage.  Failure to provide asbestos records upon request and failure to properly handle, store, or transport friable asbestos each carry a $1000 fine, per offense.  

This action directly involves cities and municipalities throughout Oklahoma which are involved in the destruction and remodeling of buildings.  As many cities have begun beautification and rejuvenation projects, the issue has arisen as to how the Asbestos Penalty Policy in enforced and exactly who it affects.  Per the Asbestos National Emission Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP), owners of buildings and those involved in removing asbestos are both responsible for the correct notification and removal of asbestos.

The Small Business Assistance Program will hold two informational outreach workshops on March 2, 2005, at OSU-OKC in Oklahoma City at 6:00 p.m. and March 4 at the Tulsa Tech Center- Riverside Campus at 10:00 a.m., and we would like to extend an invitation to all who may be interested in the Asbestos NESHAP and the Asbestos Penalty Policy. Pre-registration is encouraged, so if you are interested in attending or have any questions, please contact Jimmy Carter of ODEQ at 1-800-869-1400,  or send an email to sbap@deq.state.ok.us providing the name(s) of those attending and the corresponding workshop.

Please feel free to distribute this letter or information contained in this letter to members of your organization potentially affected by change in enforcement of the Asbestos Penalty Policy.  Copies of this letter and additional information may be obtained online at http://www.deq.state.ok.us/CSDnew/SBAP/asbestos/index.htm
